
PRIVATE TOUR · 6 DAYS

6 Day horse riding tour in Kyrgyzstan
with Son Kul and Issyk Kul
Round trip from Bishkek · Kyrgyzstan

Duration
6 days, 5 nights

Start and end
Round trip from Bishkek

Best time to visit
May–Oct

Private tour from
$828 per person

Group size
Max 4 travellers

Tour type
Horseback riding, Nature

Difficulty
Moderate

Prices and dates valid for 2026 departures. Issued 13 October 2026.
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Tour highlights
Spend six days in the saddle on this private horse riding tour from Bishkek to Song-Kol Lake and the
south shore of Issyk-Kul. You ride to remote high pastures, sleep in traditional yurts with nomad
families and experience the warm hospitality of rural Kyrgyzstan, the land where horses are still
part of everyday life – no riding experience is needed.

From Kyzart you ride along the Chaar-Archa River to the Kilemche pasture and over the Jalgyz-
Karagay Pass (3,300 m) to Song-Kol Lake. A relaxed day along the lakeshore – at a canter or even a
gallop once you feel confident – brings you to a nomad camp on the western shore, before you ride
back over the Ozbek-Ashuu Pass to Kyzart and drive to Issyk-Kul.

From Bokonbaevo on the south shore you ride through summer fields and over the Karaly-Archa
Pass (2,800 m), with views of the lake and the Tien Shan, to a shepherd’s yurt in the Boz-Salkyn
valley. Optional extras are an eagle hunting demonstration on the last day and a sunset visit to the
Skazka (Fairy-Tale) Canyon.

Difficulty: Moderate. Six riding days of 16–23 km (4–6 hours a day), twice over passes of about 3,300 m and once over
2,800 m; no riding experience needed. Four nights in yurts at 2,500–3,100 m with shared outdoor toilets, and drives of
200–280 km on three days.

Issyk-Kul and Son-Kul 6 days horse riding tour Kyrgyz child carrying a puppy next to a yurt at Son Kul lake

Where you'll stay

Night 1 Kilemche Yurt camp in Kilemche

Night 2 Song Kul Yurt camp at Song Kol

Night 3 Song Kul Nomad family yurt at Ozbek-Ashuu (Song-Kol)

Night 4 Bokonbaevo Guesthouse in Bokonbaevo or similar

Night 5 Boz-Salkyn Boz-Salkyn nomad yurt

Listed accommodation or similar, same category.

https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/bishkek/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/kyrgyz-culture/kyrgyz-yurt/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/kyrgyz-culture/horses-kyrgyzstan/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/kyzart/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/naryn/song-kul/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/issyk-kul/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/issyk-kul/bokonbaevo/
https://central-asia.guide/eagle-hunting/
https://central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/destinations-kg/issyk-kul/skazka-canyon-fairytale-canyon/
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Day-by-day itinerary
DAY

1
Drive to Kyzart and horse riding to Kilemche
Start your adventure early in the morning, departing from Bishkek and heading toward Kyzart
Village near Song-Kol Lake. After arriving, enjoy lunch at a local homestay before meeting your
horse and guide. The journey begins along a gentle trail beside the Chaar-Archa River, allowing
you to build confidence and get comfortable with your horse.
 

By late afternoon, you reach the Kilemche pasture, a tranquil spot where herders bring their
livestock. Take time to unwind, soak in the calm surroundings and witness the traditional nomadic
lifestyle.
 

As evening falls, settle into a yurt for the night. Dinner is prepared by your hosts, offering both a
taste of local cuisine and a chance to connect with them and learn about their culture. Your night
in the yurt, surrounded by nature, gives an authentic glimpse into rural Kyrgyzstan.
 

The drive is 280 km on asphalt (about 4 hours) and the ride about 21 km (4–5 hours). No prior
horse-riding experience is required. You leave your large bag at the guesthouse in Kyzart and take
only a small backpack with essentials and clothing for the next three days; you get your large bag
back when you return to Kyzart.
 

Overnight Kilemche · Yurt camp in Kilemche

Meals Lunch, Dinner

Travel Bishkek – Kyzart starting point for Song Kul Tours (280 km)
Kyzart starting point for Song Kul Tours – Kilemche (on horseback, 21 km)

DAY

2
Horse riding to Song-Kol Lake
Today’s journey leads toward the Jalgyz-Karagay Pass, climbing to an altitude of 3,300 m. The
ascent is demanding but highly rewarding: at the top you are greeted by a spectacular panoramic
view of Song-Kol Lake, spread out below and framed by dramatic mountain ranges.
 

After a rest while the horses graze, you descend to a traditional yurt camp on the lakeshore, where
a warm and welcoming lunch awaits.
 

After the meal, enjoy a leisurely ride along the western shore of the lake. The route is gentle and
scenic, with stunning views of the clear blue water and the untouched landscape around it. Further
west you visit another yurt camp belonging to a local nomadic Kyrgyz family and get an insight into
their traditional lifestyle, from herding livestock to making dairy products.
 

Back at the main yurt camp, a hearty Kyrgyz dinner is served in a welcoming atmosphere of local
hospitality, followed by a restful night in a yurt by the tranquil Song-Kol Lake.
 

The ride is about 23 km (5–6 hours). Although daytime temperatures at Song-Kol Lake can be
warm, evenings get chilly, so bring warm clothing.
 

Overnight Song Kul · Yurt camp at Song Kol

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Travel Kilemche – Song Kul (on horseback, 23 km)
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DAY

3
Horse riding to the western shore of Song-Kol Lake
Today is a relaxing day of horse riding along the shores of Song-Kol Lake. After two days in the
saddle you feel more confident, and your guide can lead you at a canter or even a gallop across the
smooth lakeside terrain – without riding over any mountains.
 

By midday you reach the Ozbek-Ashuu pasture on the western shore of Song-Kol, where you stop
for lunch in a yurt of local nomads. This is also where you spend the night. After lunch you have
free time to walk by the lake, watch the peaceful nomadic life around you or head out for another
short ride into the nearby hills.
 

Dinner is served in the yurt before you settle in for the night.
 

The ride is about 16 km (about 4 hours).
 

Overnight Song Kul · Nomad family yurt at Ozbek-Ashuu (Song-Kol)

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Travel Song Kul – Song Kul (on horseback, 16 km)

DAY

4
Horse riding back to Kyzart and drive to Issyk-Kul
Today you return to Kyzart Village over the scenic Ozbek-Ashuu Pass. After saying farewell to the
nomadic family, you ride up to the pass at 3,300 m. From the top, enjoy your final sweeping views
of Song-Kol Lake before descending toward Kyzart.
 

On arrival you have lunch and a chance to rest and refresh after the morning ride. In the afternoon
the journey continues to Issyk-Kul Lake, travelling along its southern shore with breathtaking views
of the lake and the surrounding mountains.
 

Towards the evening you can take a short trip to the Skazka (Fairy-Tale) Canyon and enjoy the
sunset over the canyon and Issyk-Kul Lake. Then you arrive at your guesthouse in Bokonbaevo,
where you can enjoy dinner and relax after your memorable horse-riding adventure.
 

The ride is about 20 km (4–5 hours) and the drive 200 km on asphalt (3–4 hours). Bokonbaevo lies a
little away from the lakeshore; if you prefer to stay closer to the lake, ask your tour manager about
yurt accommodation by the lake. The visit to the Skazka Canyon is optional and costs extra – please
confirm it with your tour manager.
 

Overnight Bokonbaevo · Guesthouse in Bokonbaevo or similar

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Travel Song Kul – Kyzart starting point for Song Kul Tours (on horseback, 20 km)
Kyzart starting point for Song Kul Tours – Bokonbaevo (200 km)
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DAY

5
Horse riding to the Boz-Salkyn valley
The day begins early in the morning as you meet your guide and the horses in Bokonbaevo. After
getting acquainted with your horse, you set off through lush summer fields dotted with
wildflowers and traditional farmhouses, and take a break for a relaxing picnic by a tranquil river.
 

After the break, the ride climbs toward the Karaly-Archa Pass (2,800 m). At the top you are
rewarded with panoramic views of Issyk-Kul Lake shimmering in the distance and the towering
Tien Shan mountains all around.
 

From the pass you descend into the Boz-Salkyn valley on a path that winds through forest, where
tall trees give shade and a sense of tranquility.
 

The day ends with a warm welcome at the yurt of a local shepherd and a hearty dinner of
traditional dishes. As night falls, watch the sunset cast golden hues over the valley, with the
mountains and fields bathed in the fading light.
 

The ride is about 23 km (5–6 hours).
 

Overnight Boz-Salkyn · Boz-Salkyn nomad yurt

Meals Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Travel Bokonbaevo – Boz-Salkyn (on horseback, 23 km)

DAY

6
Horse riding back to Bokonbaevo and drive to Bishkek
After a light breakfast, it’s time to saddle up for the last day of your journey. Today’s ride is
relatively easy as you descend from the valley on trails that meander through the tranquil
countryside.
 

On the way you meet a local eagle hunter – a burkutchu – for a demonstration of eagle hunting, a
unique glimpse into Kyrgyzstan’s cultural heritage and the enduring art of hunting with golden
eagles.
 

Back in Bokonbaevo, enjoy a well-deserved lunch at a local guesthouse. After lunch and some time
to rest, you leave the village behind and drive back to Bishkek, where your 6-day horse riding
adventure comes to a close.
 

The ride is about 16 km (about 4 hours) and the drive 270 km on asphalt (about 4 hours); you arrive
in Bishkek at around 7–8 pm. The eagle hunting demonstration is staged with explanations and
animal skins – real hunting on horseback takes place only in winter. It is optional and can be
skipped.
 

Overnight Departure day, no overnight

Meals Breakfast, Lunch

Travel Boz-Salkyn – Bokonbaevo (on horseback, 16 km)
Bokonbaevo – Bishkek (270 km)
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What's included

Included

Private transfers

English-speaking guide for the horse riding

Accommodation as listed in the itinerary (5 nights: 4 in yurts, 1 in a guesthouse)

Full board (set menu), except breakfast on day 1 and dinner on day 6

Horse riding (6 days)

Visits and entrance fees as listed in the itinerary

Not included

International flights

Airport transfer (20 USD one way per car for 1–4 people)

Hotel in Bishkek

Breakfast on day 1 and dinner on day 6

Single room supplement

Insurance

Eagle hunting demonstration (70 USD per group)

Visit to the Skazka (Fairy-Tale) Canyon (40 USD per group)

Water and alcoholic drinks

Tips for the guide, driver etc.

Personal expenses

Services not mentioned as included
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Prices
Valid for 2026 departures

Private tour, per person by group size

Travellers Price per person

1 traveller $1,610

2 travellers $1,035

3 travellers $867

4 travellers $828

Private tours start on any date you choose. Prices per person in a double or twin room.

Optional extras

Airport transfer (one way, per car for 1–4 people): $20 per room

Eagle hunting demonstration (per group): $70 per room

Visit to the Skazka (Fairy-Tale) Canyon (per group): $40 per room
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Book or ask a question
Choose a date or ask us anything about this tour. We usually reply within one working day.

Tour page central-asia.guide/kyrgyzstan/kyrgyzstan-tours/kyrgyzstan-horse-tours/6-day-kyrgyzstan-horse-riding-tour

Email info@central-asia.guide

Phone and WhatsApp +358 40 812 4448

Telegram t.me/zhetigenova

Messenger m.me/Centralasiaguidefb
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